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Jim Sherby, Vice President of the Clayton History Society, has recently published
a facinating book examining the rich history of the transfer of local farmland.
*Come to the Clayton Hisfory Society Lecture Series at the Center of Clayton on February 17th and hear Mr. Sherby

www.HanleyHouse.org

discuss his new book. Lecture begins at 7:00 pm with a book signing to follow.

The book “From New Madrid to Claverach, how an
earthquake spawned a St. Louis suburb” presents a de-
tailed, historical account of the development of a
particular area in what is now Clayton, the County
Seat of Saint Louis County, Missouri. It recounts the
history of its early settlers from the late 1700s, when
the mid-Mississippi River region was first settled, to
the development of the land as residential subdivisions
in the early 1900s. The story begins with the westward
journey of the French trader-merchant Bartholemi
Tardiveau in the late 1700s to the New World and
westward to New Madrid, in the Spanish territory along
the Mississippi River. In the early 1800s, three im-
portant historical figures emerge: Pierre Menard,
Robert Wash, and William Clark.

The account tells of the New Madrid earthquakes of
1811-1812 that hit the region south of Saint Louis
County and that had a profound effect on the eventual
development of the land there. The early Missouri
territorial leaders reacted to the earthquake damage
by obtaining federal relief for the earthquake victims
that came in the form of New Madrid certificates is-
sued to those who lost land.  Many of the certificates
ended up in Saint Louis County and are immortalized
on surveys and atlases showing large tracts of land
labeled with New Madrid certificate numbers. This

story explains the background and origin of New
Madrid certificates, in particular the issuance of cer-
tificate number 465 for 204 acres, and its eventual

placement on a location that became a part of Clayton,
Missouri, and which today is some of the highest-
valued real estate in St. Louis County,
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The story depicts the lives of the people who owned
and developed the land: a lawyer/judge, a country
doctor, a lawyer turned farmer, the successful owner
of a large book and stationery company, a prominent
banker, and a railroad businessman, their families
and their connections to many of the events of the
time. In their lives they witnessed earthquakes,
slavery and suits seeking freedom from slavery, and
the development of the land from prairies into farms
and eventually into landscaped, private subdivisions.
Many previously unpublished photographs and
seldom-seen maps and documents combine to
illustrate the unique, historical account of early Clayton.
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